GUIDE 


CHRISTIAN PERFECTION, 


CHRISTIAN PERFE cTION, AND THE M ANNE OF OBTAINING IT, | 

Wr have several ‘ancient tréatises upon Cc Perfect: hut they are all 
defective, and gencrally In. more ways than one.’ Some fail in Stating the ; 
setting it too high or too and making it consist in something which ‘is but a 
small, if any, part of it; or are so coniused in their, statements, that it is diflicalt 
to tell whet they mean. | 
Thave lying before me, a troatis se “Relicinns Perfection,” by Richard Lucas, 
D. D. , Vicar of St Ste: yhen's, C strect, London, printed ble de- 


“fines Religious Perfohtion | bes nothin: bat the moral ace nent of hu- 
man nature and accordl ng to this. rehrigas perfec tron, hosts a perfeet 
‘man, wh: yse) mind 1S pure Vigoro 18, dats tame aid linus whose 
 faithyis firm and ste: ady, his love arde aad ‘exalted, his pe full of ‘Assurance ? 
whose religion has in itAhat ard: mstaney,\2 ind his soul th: at rqrlity | 
nleasure which bespoaks fin a child pf tlie hi rhe, and of’ the d a part vkér of the 
divine nature, and raised corruption wi ig in the world throw Lust.” 


Here are some and some dirk words, whic Pawill rd but little satisfaction, 
_ to the sincere inquirer after peMection. | 


Mr. Law has also a treatise on Christian Perfoc ‘tim, wineh abounds in say ings 
adapted to show the Christian his delinquences, with buat little to hin. out of 
his dificuliies. But neither of them (and weight add Ao the list.) has potated 
out the me Dy which pericct ion abt Aine That seeis to have been: 
served for that @: ninent servant of God, the. Rov. Jatin Wesle and) 
ters of the pel, who hawe’ recent ly hiost thi Wwe are sane as 
“we are justified, by faith mn Christ Jesus. Lis p: h World 


Ag, 


‘The following are Mr. Westey's 
But what is that faith by which we aresinaiiied, saved from sin, and porteMtde 
in love? Itis.4 divine er idence, and conwiction hath promise ‘dit iiihe holy 
| scripture. Till we are thorou, shly satisfied. of this, there is no moving one ster 


“Itis a divine evidence and conviction, secondly, t! iat what God hi; ith pro 
\ 


he 1 is able to perform. < | eae. 
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2 si Guide to Christian Perfection. 


“Tt is, thirdly, a divine evidence and conviction, that he is able and willing to do 
itnow. And why not? 
He cannot want more time to accomplish whatever is his will. 


‘Js nota moment to him the same as a thousand years? 


And he cannot 


want or stay for any more worthiness or fitness in the persons he 1s pleased to 


honor (sanctify. We may, therefore, boldly say, at any point of time,‘ Now is 


the day of salvation!’ + Te- day, if ye will hear his voice, — not your hearts 


unrighteousness. 


| faith or by works. 
. are sanctified. You think, | must first be, or do, thus, 
seeking it by works unto this day.. 


‘ Behold, all things are now ready, come unto the marriage.’ 


‘To this confidence, that God is both able and willing to sanctify us now, there 


needs to be added one thing more, a divine evidence and conviction, that |} he doeth it, 


Yn that hour it is done: God says to tne inmost soul, § According to thy-faith be it 


unto thee!’ Then the soul is pure from every spot of sin; it is clean ¢ from al] 
The believer then experiences the deep meaning of those sclemn 


words, ‘If we walk in the light as hej is in the light, we have fello Wehip one With 


; another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.’ eis 


“And by this token you inay surely know whether you seek it: [Per fection) by 
If by works, you want something to be done firsf, before you 


thas. Then you are 


you are; and if as.you are, then expect it now. It is of importance to observe, 


that there is an in separab! e connection be bis these three points ; > expect \Wt-by 


— faith, expect it as you are, and expect it now.’ 


| Here we shi: 1 not only find the same doctrine which we cad been 


This view of faith brings the blessing of full salvation’ pe and puts iL t within 


reach as a sinner, unclean and hiolpless. 


Let us now turn our attention to some extracts from the late WOrk ef the Rev. 
Asa,Mahan, President of the Oberlin Collegiate Institute, on the saute subject, 


accustomne to. 
hdat {rom our ow n authors, but the same condi tion—faith—elearly setvtorth, 


‘That God has., at diferent times, made two covenants mankind! 
instituted w ith him In the varden ‘of Eu en, while he was perfectly holy and happy. 


“To man thus holy God | gave Ais pe rfeet law.w hich reauired perfect obedience ; and 


dt you seek it by faith, you may expect ites’ 


\ 


‘prepare the Ww MY» and give greater distinetness to the showing of our aut thor} jet At 


VaS 


this obedience was the condition of’ his continuing the holy and. state 


which God had placed him. 


But he continued not to render the but transoressed, and lost 
his innocence and happiness, and i became guilty, polluted and wretched. To man, 
thus degraded ‘and miserable, God was graciously pleased. to give another cove- 
nant, sometimes called, the New Covenant, or Covenant ot G race, the condition Or 
which is, beltere, and thou shalt be saved. 


to illustrate this New Covena nt. 


The followi ing extracts will: be bapa 


The great dy Ww hich avast majority of Christians fe el, in respect, 
living, is the want ofthe constant presence, and ‘influenee of’ a filial, affeetronate 
g spirit Low ard God spirit which perpetually eries, Abba Father. 


. consists in the’ spontaneous flow of the heart's S purest and best, afiection tow -ards 


Christe This spiritChristians often resolve to cherish, They find their resolutions. 
‘however, wholly inefficient to move the heart, . Tore medy the difficulty, they 
resort to their Bibles, and to prayer, and renew their resolutions with increasing 
earnestness. Still the remains comparatively unmoved ; ; and whate ver effect 
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Temptations of a Sanctified — a 


is produced by such means, very soon passes away like the morning cloud, leaving 

in the heart the saine aching void as before. Now while the Christian is thus ¢re- 
solving and re-resolving,’ and constantly sliding back to the cheerless state from 
which he started, while, in spite of his efforts, he is perpetually sinki ing deeper and 
deeper ‘in the mire and deep wat TS, —suppose the divine Redeemer should pass 

°Y” gléng,.and say: to, his weary, despond. ny disciple, Tf you will at once cease from 
these vain efforts, and yield youpeelf up to my control, relying, with luiplicit 
confidence, on my ability and faithfulness, I will enter into a covenant with you, 

that [will myself shed abroad-in your heart that perfect love which casteth out 

“all fear ;’ that filial and affectionate spirit which you have vainly endeavored to in- 


_ duce in your own mind., [ will so present the truth to. your apprehension, that 

+ Vour heart’s purest and best affections shall constaritly. and spontaneously flow out 
toward me. I will secure you in a periect and perpetual obedience to every com- 
mand of Ged, and in the full and constant fruition of his presence and Tove. All 

this 1 will do in perfect consistency with the full,and free, and uninterrupted exer- 
of your voluntary agency.’ Such would be to the believer, ‘affliet-. 

ed, and tossed with tempest, and not comforted,’ as life fromthe dead. This, Chris- 
tian, is precisely what the Lord Jesus Christ offers to-do for you, as the Mediator 
of the New Covenant. With the Psalinist you can say,‘ will run in the way of 
thy commandments, when thou shalt enlarge my heart.” Christ is now ready thus 
to enlarge your heart, that under the spontane ous flow of pure and perfect love, 
“you may do the whole will of God., Till your faith is fistened'apon Christ, as the 
Live and light of” the soul; as the ‘quickening spirit, who alone is able to breathe 
-iato your heart the breath of life, all. Fours elforts after holiness will be 


vain. | t 7 | 
| the Guide to. Perfection. i 
ON THE. NATURE or MPTATIONS ATT ENDING AS N NCTL | 
A> those who are Tonee heard-a godly preacher put this 


question, pre sence of the audic nee witich he was addressing, Naving put the 
question, he imme diately answered it hinselt in the itive“ Bat, ‘he pro- 
ceeded to say, there Is this be twee nthe tempt: tions of sanetified 

“sons ‘aud other Christia Wis “thie! fation: in the latter case, falls like a ‘spark 

fire up: on tinder, and hurs a flanse 5, but. in the forme fa Is like a spark 

of fire upon, the w ate ts of the. centr, and, ds at once ¢ x! tinwuishe \Bhe illustration 

was. undoubte dly, gieat extent. apposite and powerful he preacher stiddenly 

left subject at thits point, and turne to: something else : arid Peannot 
deny that felt, as one of theaudience, (and | presume that othe felt.the same,) 

\. that I should-have been ple ased it it had fallen within the plan of his remarks to 
have given.some further explanation of the nature of the temptations which assail 


a sanctified heart. ‘This is an important wre rand will undertake to offer a few 


Saggestions in relation to it. | 
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Guide to Christian Perfection. | 


3 1. Temptations, it will ‘undoubtedly be conceded, by those who have ot atten= | 
{ tion to the subject, are objects which are presented by the intellect to the sensibili- 
ties and the will; and are of such a nature that they havea tendency. to induce 
or cause in those sensibilities, (that is to say, in the appetites, propensities and af: 
| fections,) and also in the will, an inordinate, excessive, or perverted action. The | 
incipient, and what may be termed the innocent stage of the temptation, is when the - 
object which is the medium of temp ation, is first presented to us intellectually ; that 
is to say, in our mere thoughts cr perceptions. Our Saviour was tempted by having 
the kingdoms and wealth of this world presented before him, as an object of desire; _ 
but the temp‘ation went no farther than the thoughts. It had no effect upon. his” 
desires or will 5 but was immediately rejected. It was necessary that the object of 
temptation should exist intellectually ; in other words, that. it should exist/in the | 
thoughts, or be perceived. and thought of. Without this, viz., the perceived or in- 
tellective presence’ of the object, it is entirely clear, that there. could not possibly 
be any such thing as temptation. But the temptation may exist to this extent 
without sin. ‘Ihe temptations, for instance, to which the Saviour was subjected, 
were in every instance entirely without sin; for.the simple reason that they did 
not go beyond the thoughts; they did not enter into the emotions and desires; 
they excited no favorable or,assenting feeling; they caused no accordant action of 
the will; but were instantly and fully. repelled. To use. {he illustration of 
worthy preacher whom I have referred to, they were not like sparks thrown upon - 


tinder, and kindled into a blaze; but rather like sparks thrown wpon the ocean, and 
instantly extinguished. 


We may illustrate the subject further j in this way. An individusl, eli. will sup- 
pose he is a poor man,) is passing ‘along the streets, and as he is going along, he 


sees by the Way-side some’ article of clothing, furniture, or provisions, which it 
would be very convenient for hii to possess. 
all favorable occasions, s 


* 


Satan, ahinie ever on the watch on Ye 
suggests’to him to. steal the article. The temptation is 
presented to him intellectually ; ; itis necessarily received into the thoughts, so far 
as to be distinctly perceived ; otherwise it could be no temptation. It is to this ex- 
tent, and in this manner, thatthe evil one has power to ten pt us, But if the poor 
itimediately rejects the temptation which is thus presented ; if it makes 
impression upon his emotions and desires, but his whole heart rises up against it; 
then it passes away froth him without sin. On the contrary, his virtue is proved ; 
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injured. 


2. A second and very interesting inquiry is, how | is s this done: ? What is the se- 
eret power, by means of which sanctified persons are enabled to repel so effectually - 
gm ‘ghee temptations w pich are presented to them, and to quench the. fiery darts of the 
“adversary ? Some seem to Suppose that ordinary appetites, ‘propensities and aifec- 

tions, which are common to human nature, do not ekist’ nh sanctified persons 5 that | 
they are eradicated, taken away entirely ; and that it is on this. account that temp-. . 4 
tations do not have. that-effeet which they have in the case of other persons. But : 
this is a very creat mistake, and is likely to lead to very Tisastrous! consequences. 


A person who adopts this erroneous opinion, will be like'y after a time to become 
carel: 


ess; to negleet by devrees the sanctifying instrumentalities of waichfulness, 
_ prayer, and faith; and to plunge at last into all the wickedness and wretchedness 


of what has sometimes been termed Antinomian Perfecticnism. If Satan can lead 


* 


his virtuous principles are strengthened ; and he has been benefitted rather than — ys 
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Temptations of a Sanctified Heart. — 5 


those who are aiming at sanctification or profess sanctification, into this snare, he 


will effectually secure their destruction Indecd, on the supposition that the natu- 


_ral sensibilities, which include various emotions and desires natural to man, are 


eradicated and destroyed, there can be no such thing as temptation. And on that 


doctrine we should at once be placed ina more favorable situation than our Sa- | 


viour, who was tempted on all points as we are, and yet without sin. It is to be 


kept in mind, therefore, that the sanctified person still retains his human nature ; 


that he hungers and thirsts as do other persons; that he has the appetites and pro- 


| “pensities which lay the foundation of family relations 3 that he loves his children, 


his parents and other rel itives; that he suffers from fatigne and sickness ; that. he 


is grieved, troubled and perplexed ; and that even displeasure and anger, as is evi- 
dent from what was witnessed in the life of our Saviour, are not entirely excluded. 
And thus we see how he can be tempted, and greatly tempted. And here the. . 
“question returns, what is the secret power, by means of which sanctified persons 
are enabled to hope so effectu lly he temptations which are presented to them : 2 


The answer is, by THE PRAYER OF FAITH, OFFERED UP INSTANTANEOUSLY. The 


| 
tempted person says, “ Preserve me, O God, in this hofr Cf need 3" Spare me and 


help me in this time of trial; “ Leave me not to fall into the binids of my great 
-eneniy,’ He not only ¢ desires this assistance, which is one element of the prayer 


of faith; but what is equally important, he believes that God hears; and. that, in. 


accordance with. many promises, such as his grace is sufficient for us, and that ne. 
will pot suffer us to be tempted beyond what we are able to bear, he is in fact, 
present with him, to aid, protect, and to bless. Having learned to live’ by 


faith, which to many is » new and hidden way of living, his prayer ascends to the 
throne of the great Gud, with the rapidity of livhtning 3 so that it meets and con- 


fronts the temptation, as soon as It Is presente d to his thoughts. And not only this, - 


being the prayer ofa living faith, it is a mighty prayer. ‘dt is true that it is exceed- 


in siinple in object and-in words, being,in this respect, modelled upon the Lord’ 
“prayer but it has power with God; it touc! hes the heart of everlasting Love ; 


wwe may ‘be alowed the expression, it draws down upon his seul the shicld and 


covering of aS Siviour’s blo. [t that fountaia, in’ that precious blood, and 


not in the mere dea duess and. coldness of his ufvetious, that the fiery Gatts: of the 
adversary are quenched. 

3. sanctified persons as we AS Stheps, are ecnsinnly exposed lo*temptation, 
it secins to follow, and it should ever be kept in mind, that there is no such thing 
as absolute and nuchange ‘able holiness 1 in the present lve; that is to say, a holiness 
from which Ubere is no. possibility of falling away. Holy persons not only live by 
faith on thé son of God, but, the y live by the moment. There i Is a constant applica- 
tion by faith to the lency, , Ww hich there Is in Christ, Soy that they catesay, 
live; and yet not F, but Christhiveth in Sow that” ‘holihess here on earth is 
notiiny more nor than perpetual warlar at least Jiability to perpetual. 


wiriare,) crowned with p rpe victory. tus ts the victory that over. 


coincth the world, evenvour faith “Let noone suppose that he can’ fold his arms: 


mn sluinber, and be safe. Let no one SUPPOse, because he has gotten the victory, 


thatthe warfare has ce Ase dy and thi nt he can lay aside that sie ld of faith, without 


which the fiery darts of the adve ‘ysarv cannot be quench dd. ‘T lus would be placing 

us, as has already been intiumted. ia a better stuation than our Master, who had 

bufl- ‘ings and trials to the end. the victory is ours, now and 
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| blood of Jesus cleanscth. 


6 \ Guide to Christian Perfection. ened 


for ever, if we keep constantly ‘iid frvly upon us the shield of faith, and just as 


certainly as it was our Saviour's. 
4. In connection with what has been said, I wish to remark briefly in regard to 
‘ being cleansed from | sin.” There seem to be two leading ideas involved in such 
expressions. 
First,—The sense of condemnation, which hangs SO bearily on most Christians, 
is taken away. Persons who are cleansed from sin, have an entire, consoling, and 


precious belief, that their sins are truly pardoned. The dark stain of their past 


pollution 1 is washed out in the crimson flood; and in respect to all such past trans- 
gressions, however numerous and aggravated they may be, their souls are at rest. 


SECOND,— —They have a present consciousness that every thing, at the present 
moment, is right within, 


place. And consequently sin, which consists in the. wrong or perverted exercise of 
these principles, 1 is cast out. In this state of wind, ‘they have a delightful feeling 
of inward purity and peace. 
stead of being spotted and clouded with tanegreene, exhibit the clearness of a 
cloudless sky, and the calmness a summer's lake. 


Hence it is, that the expres- 
sions, “ being cleansed from sin, 


But it should ever be remembered, as we have already had oceasion to intimate, 
that this cleansing, this subjection of the inward principles to all right action, and 


exclusion of a!l wrong action, is not absolutely and unchangeably given in the 


present life; but it is given conditionally and momentarily. The application of 
Christ's blood , which makes us clean to-day, will not of itself suffice for to-inorrow. 


If we cease to exercise a full faith in Christ, and thus cease to have the love of God ! 


shed abroad in. our heart, we shall at once find the inward principles of action, 


ai which are natural to us, and which are good | in their place, becoming inordinate and 


sinful ; and both the fact and the consciousness of spirituel cleansing wil! be 
diately taken away. 


| ‘There must be constantly repeated acts of faith, and a con: 
tinual application of Christ's blood. _Lavree, therefore, with the. writer of a valu- 


able communication uy the: March number of the Guide) ‘Says. this writer, “ The 


The sacrifice must bea 
I now, this ‘present moment, offer. 
I continue the suceesding moment, to offer all, 
<i I continue to feel its efficacy ; ; and to the soul that thus: continues to live in the 
spirit of sacrifice, the veracity of the immutable Jehovah is pledgedi’’ 

Permit me, ie: Editor, to say in conclusion, ‘that the doctrine of Holiness. wher 
Tightly understood, is defensible on rational and philosophic, as well as of Seriptu- | 


Mark, it is in the present tense. 
living (i. a’ present and continual] s sacrifice. 
all, and the sacrifice is cleansed, 


The love of God is so restored and built up in their — 
hearts, that all the appetites, propensities” and affections are kept in their right 


T’o the eye of internal consciousness, their souls, in- 


besides being scriptural, very naturally and pow- 
erfully express the real state of mind, | 


ral grounds, .. such a doctrine’ as night reason Approves and it commends itself 


to the common sense and conscience of mankind. No man need. be ashanied of 
it; and blessed are they who 5 receive it and prietice it .- Cr. 
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For — to Christian 


CHRIST INTERCESSION. 


9? 


teous.’ 


O would we enter to the inward light, 
_ And with the everlasting glory dwell, 
As doth the eagle, in his steadfast flight, 

Strike upward to tire sun’s bright citadel; — 
O would we, ceasing here on earth to roam, 

Nor more its transitory flowers, 
Build in the central blaze another home, 
And thus forever make that vlory ours ; 

Then upward look to the Eternal Throne, 

Behold the mighty Intercessor there; 
He hath the Key that makes it all our own, 

(Unlocking ali,) the golden Key of Prayer. 

In any other way thou shalt not Win, 


‘Tis Christ qlone, that lets his people in... wre 
/ 
For the Guide ‘to Perfection. 


cannot rejoice, that wht my manifested 


to meas a Saviour fron cil sin, it was under such. circumstances as 
leh Ince no rooimn for doubt. was nol in the crow ded assembly, 1 


~ the hour of excited feeling ; but mn the calm, peaceful hour of repose, 


when all around was silent, and reason eld undisputed sway in the 


soul. frst felt that fi: was then L was filled with love 


and joy. Buteven then, the wily \dversary, was not idle. He told 
me {must keep it to my sit’ for T was young, and surrounded with 
temptauions, and shout d ‘ese what Utlren “enjoy was pre-. 
paced for this ter mptiation, havine-read the experience and warnings of 
others on this poiat ; and in the strenuth of God, 1 resolved ‘to “dex 


clare what he had dove for my soul. As, L awoke the next morning, 
the first thought presented tomy mind w as; “Where Is how your joy 

At was a trying moment “but looked to Jesusyand the tempter was 
- rebuked, and I reecived the witness of the Spirit. I felt not, indeed, 
that over whelming but. a SW ect, heav enly peace seemed. Lo 
directly from God. to ny soul. this frame of mind: 1 continued 


several days ; and though constantly beset with (cmptations, 1 vene- 


/ 


CTE any man sin, we have an haveaw with the Father, Jesus Christ, the Phin. 
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I received in the performance of this duty. 


‘praise. | 
occasions, to declare “ that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from 


And | firmly believe that this blessing cannot be long en- 
ioyed without. professing, it. 


all sin.” 


are before.” 
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rally came off ‘more than conqueror.” But a my feelings had 


~ been kept to myself; for 1 deeply felt my weakness, and sometimes 


feared should not 
The hour of class-meeting arrived. That was a place I had ever 
loved; and I resolved there to profess a full salvation. Satan told 


me my brethren would not believe me, but would think IT was de- 
ceived. 


shine,” and prove the truth of my profession by my daily walk. 1 


This was a severe trial; but. [ resolved to “let my light 
need not tell those who have experienced the saine, what a blessing 
‘My soul seemed to get 
My heart was filled with joy, and my mouth with 

have ever since felt it a duty and privilege, on all proper 


on new ground, 


If we attempt to conceal our ‘Tight: 


“under a bushel,” it will most surely become darkness. EF shall not 


‘follow my experience further, but will hete remark that the above is 


but a faint outline of my earliest experience in the way of holiness. 
And though | have been but a short time in the way, yet what [ have 


already enjoyed, my tongue Cannot express, nor my pen describe. 


Sull see an in nate fulness before me, 


Whose depth unfathomed, no man knows,’ 


And daily new. beauties in holiness, and new glories in my 

Tn conch usion, would that as this unspeakar 
“ble wilt? by anvexercise of faith in Jesus Christ, sol retain it by a 
pa aes exercise of faith in bim. And by the same simple means, 
new and more vlori ious manifestations may be. received from time to 


time by all, w ho, like the Apostle, are constantly “ forgetting those 


‘thines which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things whieh 
Canoe 


more or less exercised j 
hindrances to the exercise of such a {i anh 


in relation to Holiness ; 


pee For the Guide to Christian, Petfecthin: 
EXTRACT FROM A GETTER, A FRIED 
/ May, 1840. 


My Dear 2 Frienn: —For the last: year my mind has been at times 


but dfound many 
as ‘br ings a release from the 


wa 
4 
| 
| 
4 
1 
7 
\ 
| 
| 
a 
| 
| 
| 


scondemning power of sin. About three months: ago, I became fully 
convinced of my duty and privilege, and resolved I would seek God 


anew. Seeing some who seemed to be rejoicing in the Lord always, 
and believing - that this’ state of feeling had a connection with their — 
belief in the ‘doctrine of Holiness, | becan to believe also, and to cry... 
to the Lord, that he would wash my polluted heart, and fill it with | 


his love. And now my sins seemed to be set 1n or der before me; | 


saw myself as L had never before. I seemed to be shut up in the 


wilderness. I felt myself at a great distance from God. 1 saw'my | 
half-heartedness in the cause, and -especially was I convinced of the 
great sin of unbelief. It seemed to me that | had never exercised. 


such a faith as the gospel requires. And it seemed mockery to have 


professed Christ, and yet have exercised so little faith inhim. The 
weight of my sins was great, and I continued crying unto the Lord, 
with sroanings which no words can express. My prayer was that 
God would cleanse this fountain of deep-rooted iniquity ; that. self, 
and every idol, might be dethroned; that I might not be slightly 
healed; (O how often has this scripture been on my mind—* ‘hey 


have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly ;”) but 
that I might experience an entire rending out from my heart of every 


thing contrary to the mind of Christ, and: that He might come in and 


dwell there. Although I realized in my soul nothing “of his presence, 


at this tine, yet something seemed to say, “ ‘Trust thou in God, and ~ 
thou shalt -yet, praise Him.” > One morning, as I retired: for. prayer, 


feeling that 1 could not bistata this state of” ated. this travail of soul, 


much “loner, T recalled to mind the promises of God, and was ena- 
_ bled by faith to cast my burden on the Lord, and found myself re- | 
lieved. And from this time, asd perused. the sacred pages, I saw 


a beauty there I had never scen before. I found the promises were 


_ made to the most unworthy ; even.to me. O bow delighted did I 
dwell on them. I could say with Jeremiah, ‘ Thy words were 
found, and I did eat them.” They seemed to nourish and strengthen — 
omy soul, and they have ever since been, the joy and rejoicing of my 
heart. Now I had communion with God, and fellowship with his 
Son. Who can describe the blessedness of this:state. had often, 

in years past, enjoyed seasons of refreshing from the presence of my 
‘Saviour, but they had always been embittered by the thought that I 
must soon lose them ; and so I did. shad it according. to my faith. 


But now I indulged the hope, the pleasing hope, that the Comforter 


_ had come, and would take up his abode with me; and that thus, by 


his presence; I should grow in grace, and in the knowledge of my 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. At one season, mn particular, I ex-. 
perienced such a fatnesy: such ables: sedness as I cannot describe. 
My soul was so filled that I could say, Lord, it is enough ; this shattered 


vessel can bear no more, I was oy lled * with joy “unspeakable, and © 
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full of glory.” “hese Ahigh and rapturous joys have now given 

place to a calm and settled peace; “a peace that passeth under- — 
standing.” Twill not attempt to describe it. Suffice to say, | now 
~ see clearly the narrow way of holiness, and it does seem as if my 
flesh had been taken out of the miry clay, and planted in the courts 
of the Lord, and it is my constant prayer that | may never lose sight 

of Christ, and the way of living by faith’ on the Son of God. 

| Yours in Christian love, S. L. 


f From the Oberlin Pang gelist 


SHORT SERMON—THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST. 


Text—Acts 1.5: shail be baptized. with the Holy Ghost) not 


"These: as they were among the last, so were they among the 
~ best words ever uttered by Him whose lips were always full of 
grace and truth, T hey promised a great blessing soon to be 

bestowed ‘upon the primitive Church. And- what was this bless- 
To +his point 1 now ask the reader’s attention, Having. 
this, we may come intelligently to the questions, Is thos 
blessing promised also tous? andif so, How may we obtain a? To 
_ every Christian, this whole subject is one of intense interest. May 7 


What blessings were to the primitive Church un the bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost ts 
Lanswer, 1. Negatively ; ‘hot ‘aot chiefly gifts. 
_ True, these were in their case included, for the obvious. yeason that 
“then they were needed for particular use, as means of preaching the 
gospel. And especially they were to prove the presence and. 
. agency of the Holy Ghost. The world desired a sign. Christianity 
- was to be established in the first instance by miracles. “ As Paul said, : 
1 Cor. xiv. 22: « ‘Tongues are for a sign, not to them that. believe, 
but to them that believe 
these were only temporary appendages of the Shine Daptism 
“not the vreat, the chief thing; not the essential element... F or, be mY 
| considered, the disciples had miraculous power, before, though some- 
~ what less extensively. -Avain, Christ taucht them that these were 
comparatively of small consequence. Luke this 
‘rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you: but rather rejoice, 
ecause your names are written in heaven.” So also Paul taught 
most abundantly, See 1 Cor. xii.—xiv. The main drift of these 
three chapters, is to that miraculous gilts \ were of litle worth, 
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compared with other gifts imparted by the Spirit. In his view, the 
great fruit of the Spirit i is Jove; and this he deemed above all price. 
This he held to be the true baptism of the Spirit; the greatest, best 
gift thereby conferred. Suill farther, Christ taught much respecting’ 
what the Spirit should do, See John XIV a Scarce any place, 
and no prominence is here siven to nuracalous gifts, The great 
work of the Spirit is to teach, reprove, comfort, and sanctify. But, 
finally, we have the testimony Or) History. We are permitte id to study 
the subsequent lives of those who received the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, and see what its fruits actually were. And no man can do 
this candidly, without seeing something incomparably greater, and 1 in- 
finitely better than the gift of tongucs. It is ufeetly incredible that - 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost should bave. ineant only or chieily 
this. No, Christian reader, it promised. another blessing than that, 


| far, and more: endurine. 


| his baptism was nothe grace of conversion, or regeneration ; 
the’ Apostles were converted some years before. But God 
make them yet far more holy, and for this was the Spirit given in 
baptisms. 
f now we ask what blessings were actually and chiefly intended” 
by the baptism of the [Holy Ghost, we must seek the infallible answer 
from the Bible, and chicily. from prophetic deseripuons of it, from 


Christ's representations, and rout the story ot ILS. cHleets In the lives 


lor prophetic descriptions of it the reader’ Tsay xive 
hi. 15; and Kgek. NXXVI. Christ’s 
are found chiefly ins Joby Xiv.—xvi. and John iv. 10, I, 
vii. 37— 39. If the reader wil study these. passages. carefully,’ he, 
will find very. stress. laid upon the work of the Spirit as a 


TTe shall teach you all thimes,: and. bring. all: things to 
your remembrance.” “He shall) tes tily ‘of Christ?’ He shall 


cloriiy Christ,” by, revealing bis truly glorious character to the 
and the heart-of the believer. These passages also show that 
the Spirit shall reprove of sin, shall comfort the fearful, shall sanctily 
the heart, shall be\a permanent, abundant, unfailing sourke of spirit- 
ual wood. Re any thing more precious than. 


rivers of living water, and these too within: you—flowing ‘forth from 
your own soul, to bless others also? | Do you ask for blessings more 


‘permanent t! han. cll af w ater spring up. into: everlasting life 
Will my re aders now turn with me fora moment to a short but 
precious chapter history*of trae religion We have it in the 


Acts of the Apostles. “It is the history of the men who were bap-- 


tized with the Holy Ghost. It will be remembered. that at the time 
of their baptism, they. were already Christians of a certain sort—that 
they had followed Christ witly more or less ol deyouon, for some 
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three years or more, and had apparently left all for his sake. Still 
they had many crude notions, great unbelief, and not a little fear of 
man. ‘They were sanctified very partially. A mighty work re- 
‘mained to be wrought in their hearts. ‘There is room for a change 
more striking than even.that of their first conversion, and the Spirit 
of God can effect it. The Spirit comes. His sweet and mighty ef-. 
fusions are shed forth on them all. And what are they now : > Their | 
hearts are filled with love—yes, filled, absolutely ritLEpD with love. 
The historian tells us often that they are of one accord, of one heart, 
and of one soul. Sce,'too, what love they bear to Christ. Mark 
how they rejoice to be counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. | 
See how, as on lightning’s wing, they bear the story of his love to all 
nations.. Note the love they manifest for a dying world. . It would... 
seem as.if love had become their ruling passion ; and in some of its 
_ manifestations, toward their Saviour, each other, lost sinners, or their 

enemies, it were bursting forth in mig uty, ceascless currents. | 

And where now is their former love of the world? What do they 
care henceforth for its favors or its frowns? What for its honors? 
O, they have laid them down with all joy at their Saviour’s ee and 
“have taken up his cross for their crown of glory. 

And how inarvellously, too, have their fears vanished aw ay. 
Where is he, that one among them. who, a few days ago, quailed be- | 
forea servant-maid, and through fear of ill-treatment, forsook his | 
Master, and absolutely took his oath that he did not dics op him: eee Fo 


“where is he? He ts broughtsbefore that very council. which. struck 


terror. through his’ soul but yesterday. Summoning all the dig- 
“nity and majesty of a Jewish Sanhedrim, they. fiercely interrogate 
him, to know by what power he is acting. And does he guail now: 
No. The historian tells us that Peter, “ filled with the Holy Chess," 
made his defence fearlessly, preached to them. the Gospel of Jesus: 
boldly, confounded them utterly, and finally left them with this 
sistless appeal to their consciences Whether it be right in the sisht 

of God, to bearken unto you more than unto God judee ye. For 

we cannot but speak the. things which we have séen and. heard.” 

Acts iii. 19, 20.. Such 3 is One feature of the change wrought | in a soul | 
“filled With the Holy Ghost.” 

‘Let. it be noted’ also; that this baptism of the Holy Ghost fi Hed 
‘than with great. spiritual | yoy. They ‘eat their meat with rladness. 
They rejoice under threats and torture, and under a nation’s scorn:~ 
yea, even under the anguish, of stripes and the peril of death. And 
Is this nothing 

Let the mark, their siagleness of heart.” They are 
‘no longer struggling to serve both God and Mammon. The question 
is not with them as with so many in the Church to-day—How much 
we love and seek the honor and ‘the wealth of the w and: 
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cannot -escape the attentive reader’s notice, that they were now 


not in the fact that their hearers sympathize with the subject: No, in 


truth. And God is with them. God is in. them. } Therefore it is. 
that they can preach with resistless power. O! when shall arise 
‘some other such, whose burning lips shall preach the truth of Christ, 


were abiding. It was not the meteor’s flash, that broke a moment 
on the vision, on. did sunk 1 in thicker darkness. It was rather a sum- 


their way, like the just man whose path is as the rising light. Itis a. | 
lovely comment on the promise, «The water that I shall give him eo 
~ Shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life ; ,. oe Oe 
that other, ‘Out of bis belly shall flow rivers of living water.” The Sok 


sively that. through the baptism of the Holy Ghost, they were sus- _ 


~ tained in a course of unabated zeal, deg faith, and love, and labor, as 
4 long as they lived. O blessed agency ! 


but the on press letter of the Gospel, favors. a ‘happy, and ¢ even joyful 
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yet not lose Heaven? They have but one thing to do, and that is, to 
serve their Lord. And this was the fruit of the Spirit’s baptism. It 


prepared to preach Christ with amaziug power and unparalleled suc-— 
cess. No man, not even malignant enemies, he resist the wisdom 
and the power by which they spake. How sublime the spectacle. of 
such power over mind! And where lies the secret? Not in their 
learning—not in their native talents—not in the glory of their name—_ 


none of these things; but wholly in the fact that they are filled with 
the Holy Ghost. “Their souls are glowing with love, and faith, and 


and make the proudest, mnightist sinners tremble ? O fora count. 
less host! 
~ Once more, let the reader lesan that these effects of the eck 


mer’s sun, that set not till it set in death. Those Christians held on 


history of what was:done ‘by the primitive Church proves conclu- 


Christian reader, have you not often siched deeply over the fickle- 


ness of your best affections, the short duration of your holiest:states?. 
O! you need the orivinal, the genuine baptism of the Holy Ghost. 


Ack yourself if this vif be not the very thing you need, and worth | 


more to your soul than the Universe besides. H. Seam : ( 
or ‘the Guide to Christian n Perfection, 


one of commands hich: may be as more re- 
commendatory than’ imperative, when the Apostle» “Says, Rejoice 
ever more.” Yet no one can doubt that not only the general spirit, ai ee 
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temper. 


“rejoicing in hope, abounding in hope,” full assurance of hope.” 


burden is “ Kebt;’ 


to it. 


interfere, while they are indulged, W ith your 


Guide to Christian Per fection. 


No one who reads the scriptures with direct reference to 
this point, can be unconscious of the fact, that while they may not 
unqualifiedly condemn dejection, they nevertheless discountenance it 
as not only foreign to religion, but generally hostile to it. . How in- 
 fatuated, then, the Impression of many; that is 
essentially sombre ! = 

_ Look for a moment at the spirit of true religion. 
verity of mind usually associate with misanthropy ; but the central 
element of religion is fove—love intense, supreme, ever- crowing, 
Remorse is a painful source of mental mise ery; yet itis cl hiefly by t the i 
absence of hope that the mind languishes. W hata terrible word is... 
despair ; yet its most earful import is hopelessness. But how full) 
of fruition is the future to a Christian mind—endless, boundless frui-- 
tion! Repose your thoughts a moment on the strong language of the 
scriptures ; “A hope,” lively hope, the hope,” 


Gili 


Choose any other attribute essential to the mental frame of the Chiis- 
tian, and you will find it in contrast with loom ;.as uch so as the 
star is with the darkness in which it shines. 

Assuredly there can be found nothing in the practical syste: m. of 
Christianity which is repugnant loa happy temper. Liow pureare ff 
its ordinances ; how simple and tranguil its vorship how befitting) °F 
and coincident with our daily cares, its duties, ~Chiistia vanity IS i! ndeed 
a dascipline ; it imposes -gelfdenial Tt has burden, 
it has its: yoke,” but its: yoke easy.’ 
What, then, the causes of the not depression | met 


Tt may be remarked in reply, hia phy sical causes 7, 

Let not this be. deemed. an. pertant .obseny 

We; are not assured that it is not ‘the chief cause of mental suitor fc) 

among those who are venuine Ch ristians, lt should be borne in ind 

that a “conformity to the moral laws our bein, docs not su pets 7, 

obedience to the physical and or ganic laws; and ‘that white we reap 

tlre rew ards of obedience in the che case, we may be sufiert ne the 

alties of transgression in the other. AS Christian should aim at per= 

fection in’all respects, Some of our stron: gest temptations 

nected with physical cireumstancess* shoul Id therefore | inc! ade 

bodily health among our duties; . 
Acain, no doubt, much of the depression of the Christian arises. eo 

» from the remains of sin, Every drop of gall has its bitterness. “Phe | 

only resource here is, to seize St. Paul’s s remedy, Go on pérfece 

tion.” Holiness is essential to happiness. There never was a wer 

and lofiier maxim, Even what you may consider sins s;mustever 


peace. Needics can» 


pierce deeper than larver instruments, A secret sin is = more @ ill- 
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_jurious to the soul than an: overt or gross crime. It has a character 
ef concealment, of hypocrisy, that makes it- more degrading, Are 
you habitually or occasionally unhappy, Christian reader? Look 
now eer into your heart, and see if the cause is not obvious. 


Perhaps the greatest curse your heavenly Father could inflict: upon — 


you would. be a happy frame of mind while you are omitting, it may 


_ be, forgetting, his command that you “ be perfect, even as he is per- 
-fect.’’: Bow: amazing is the undoubted fact, that many Christians 


shrink from this command, because they foar that the higher responsi- 


bility and minuter fidelity Rg a sanctified state, will forma servitude | 
inwhich they will be unhappy. Christian, bethink you! Is'sueha 


fancy found on the page of God’s word ?- ‘Id the shadowy twilight 


more pleasant than the full clory of ‘the day?) How supertatively | 


wretched heaven must be, if you are correct. Christian perfee- 


tion is indeed a high state, its and fidelity are» 


correspondently great; but it is a state of extraordinary @race} as 


. well as of extraordinary duty. tis perfect love, and “ casts out all 


Sear.” Is it not, then, on the mere score of enjoyment, preferable 


an inferior of piety? Would you be glad with joy ? 


Would you triumph over care and anxiety, and sin “aud death; and 
above all, yourself and the devil? Would you have the perfeetion 


all the happiness “to be enjoyed m this world”: Abandon ly 


shouted the angels beuthey. announced it over’ Bethlehem; and 


1 


sin. its shudder at it. Look upon: Its sink ulest stat as) 
But agai: Are not we C! iristians Wonk drowsly we 
not walk. ‘ainidst-the outstank the blazing glories-of our. le sed 
“religion, Tike t tlie. bind maa beneath the starry vrandeur of the | 


ment, or and the gence ofthe moon? es not the watt’ of’ a, 


lea tot! vacancy cheerlessness of mind which 


we often feel ?> we ‘ope GoW’ s word man hour of loom, it 


to ‘tous a sun. out-bursung the heaven m 

How frail of clear counsel, and W ords, ‘and radiant doetrine 
“and swect ass and bounding hope, as O, is andeed the 

Gosp mad lad every passace dilates and pal- 


pitat. S WHEL love. Glory the hiehest,” 


/ 


should we ‘respi ond, Whenever losis, 


Ltry to th as well as to. t ‘Now what 


nund, not. absolutely” i). state of fatuity, can, ha! ritually meditate 


upom the ereat topics of reveale religion, “and be Mise rable aud drive 
Be tect off its bitial doctrines, and you have what 


he the textof an anyel’s sta ly, and that study protrac tod 


throu: eternity. What a. is the elmaracter of its God! 


Whita topic the afonein rl. fisa-fullof confidence and assurance 
‘the truth of a special providence How-relieving and consoling the 
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=F Guide to Christian Perfection. 
fact of justification by faith! How sublime the resurrection! and 
~ how all-glorious the truth of “ immortality and eternal life!’ Chris-. 
tian, if the Gospel is true, God, even God, loves you! His son died 
for you.; angels guard you; devils quail before you ; Death drops his 
sceptre at your approach ;. the grave fades away at your feet; time — 
will grow oblivious, and worlds waste into nothingness, while you but. 
pass through your intellectual infancy! Lift up your hands, then, 
and bless the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Disdain 
your trivial trials, and blush to think that the possessor of all these 
“riches of glory” should have even hung his head a moment in 


\ 


ac =I For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


_Ir is now nine years since God forgave my sins, and gave mea 

clear evidence of my acceptance with him. Soon after my conver-~ 
sion, | became convinced of the necessity ‘of purity of heart, and 
made several attempts to obtain it. At times I believed [| had gained 
the full blessing ; again would be far from it. In. this fluctuating 


jae. I then felt deeply, that I could not preach the whole 


gospel, unless I preached holiness ; and though I often touched the — 


doctrine, I dared not preach it definitely until I was myself in pos- 
session of the blessing. In August, 1837, 1 attended camp meeting 
at Eastham, for the sole purpose of finding this priceless pearl. For 
several days I struggled, visited every praying circle, and listened to 


almost in despair, | retired into the depth of the forest to commend 
‘myself to God, as my last, my only hope. While praying, I was 
enabled to believe the word of the Saviour, ‘Twill; be thou clean.” 
| Immediately, O wonder of mercy ! L felt the work was done, and J 

saved. I had previously supposed rapturous, overwhelming joy 


the, invariable and immediate result of Sanctification; but | now 


Ne found It to be (in my case, at least, and I believe it to be so generally,) 


_ “The sacred awe that dares not move, 
And all the silent heaven of love.” 

All idols were taken out of m 
‘I have none but Christ.” 


\ 


- state, I remained till I entered the ministry and received my first ap- | 


every one I heard talk on the subject; but found no relief. On the 
~., Contrary, I seemed to be farther from the prize I sought. Atlength, — 
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y heart,and calmly exclaimed, ““Now 


| I returned home in the same peaceful frame, and told my people -— 
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what God had hac forme. 1 lived 3 in the full blaze of Gospel love 
for a few weeks, fre quently speaking of the great blessing, until, in 


an evil hour, concluded tiat, while still enforced it on others, 


would say nothing of my own personal enjoyment of it; lest by often 


referring to mys self, T might appear an evotist. After [ thus resolved, 
soon had occasion to cry, my leaniness.” lost the witness, 
and went mourning. Lam thas particular, that others may see a and 


shun the rock on which Lfell. Psoon began to neglect ureing: its 
“necessity on others, either from the desk or in-my. visits; for how 
could I enforce on men a duty which [was neglecting? From this 
tine, unbelief had a ¢reat as cendan cy over. me. After some incfiee- 
“tual strugéles to regain what Lhad lost, it up, and conéluded 


to enjoy ‘all. that T could in a justified state, and hoped to do some. 
rood, and vet to heav en finally. Tn this state I remained: till the next. 


summer, when was azain broucht this clorious liberty. Since 


| that time have been enabled, with the exception of some short 
tervals, to rejoice in the falness of the Dlessing. Praise to God, | 


retain it, as | received it, by simpic faith. 


«This, this alone, my soul cau save. \ 


And th; is. ¢ Toes save me, from turmoil and’ from chivish fear. trust’ 


my present and eternal all With Christ.- ant able to claim, constant- 

ly, the promise, “To, Lam with vou.’ is the ohary of our 
religion. May the church come up to its enjoyment. 
‘It must be done. re; yoat it, the chine enjoy it. Holiness 


and effectual porsonal effort,” which is destined’ to! be the’ mighty 


instr ument 1 the conve ‘sion of the wud; x0 hand | in hand. 
tne hallowing tide of thesatonmg blood flo: the church 
world shall be by the Saviour varied. unto himself, 2 peculiar: 


people, zealous ol ‘good works 


E, Villege, Fane 


\ da 


We must shy the Holy Spirit, ourselves up to His. 


teachings. A moment's obse rvatiy on will convinee any one that mul- 


titudes of professors of religion are pursuing such courses, and induly- 


ig in such habits that they cannot expect the influences of the Spirit. 
They pray for the Sp.rit, to be sure, and wonder why they do not 
have it, when the truth is that they do not themsclyes ,souland 
body, temples for the Holy Gh lost. God, Aras said, “ He that. hath 
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clean hands and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul in van- 
ity, nor sworn deceitfully, he shall receive the blessing from the Lord, 
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.”” And again, “ To 
this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, 
and trembleth at my word.” Now who does not know that the 
Spirit can never dwell with those who have not “ clean hands and a. 
pure heart,” with those who are not “ poor and contrite in spirit.” — 
Do men who are engaged in controversy, ‘‘ knowing nothing, but do- 
— ting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, 
railings, evil-surmisings, and perverse disputings,’—do men who are 
dishonest in their dealings, who are swallowed up in the great politi- 
cal excitements of the day,—who are involved and involving them-— . 
selves in unrighteous speculations—or who are indulging in any sel-. 


___ fishness—do such men wonder why they cannot have the Spirit? 


Why, the only wonder is that they should be so blind as to expect it. 
‘They will not even listen to Spirit’s teachings. He is trying 
to lead them to forsake all sin, and to come into that state in which 
he can ‘take of the things of Christ, and show unto them.” But 
they will not be taught. Is it wonderful, we ask again, that such 
men do not enjoy a revival themselves, or promote one among — 

others? Why, it is impossible for them to be blessed in any 
such way. The Spirit must be cherished, and his teachings obeyed, 
if we would experience a great rain of righteousness) 

_ We must cherish a teachable, child-like temper. ‘* They that are _ 
_ whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.””? So they who 
are proud, and imagine they are filled with knowledge, ‘can never be 
blessed, for the simple reason that. they do not feel their need of a 


_ blessing. little child, by his very questions, admits that he is ig- 


horant, and. places himself in an. attitude to learn. And he does 
learn. But if he vainly imagined that he already knew all things, it. 
would be useless to attempt to teach him. If we would be taught, | 

we must be teachable. We must sit at the feet of Christ, yea lie in 

his hands like little children, and then he will teach us. We must be 
willing to learn of every one, and every thing. Every providence of _ 

God, and every child of God, may give us some valuable lesson. We — 
must yield to the truth most sweetly and implicitly, else our teacher 
will forsake us, and say, From him that hath not shall be taken 

_ away even that which he hath. The privileges and opportunities of | 
learning will be taken from those who have no heart to improve them. | 


“Wherefore is a price put into the hands of a fool to get wisdom, 
seeing he hath nohearttoit??) | 


* We must show that we love Christ b 
his honor and his kingdom. This is the best way to impress upon 

the minds of sinners the truth that we love Christ. If they see us“ 

living as if we had no sympathy with Christ—no regard for His law 


y our regard for his precepts, 
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—no concern for his feelings—and no belief in his love, they will 
live at ease in neglect of Christ. But when we act as if we believed 
that he died for sinners, and as if they were to be blamed for nevlect- 
ing his great salvation, they will begin to feel, and cannot help 
Our lives must show that our faith in God really brings peace to 
our souls. Sinners suppose that to be religious is to bid farewell to 
all peace and comfort on earth—that they must never expect any 
more happiness in this world—that it is yielding up a-real good here, 
because it must be sacrificed to secure a good hereafter. Now how 
much of this feeling has been induced by observing the fact that pro- 
fessors have no satisfaction in religion itself, but are as full of anxiety. 
as otlier men, as much care depicted u pon their countenances, and as . 
~much struggling after the:world, and apparent satisfaction in it, as 
other men have. How can sinners feel otherwise, with such exhibi-. 
_ tions of the unsatisfactory nature of religion. They suppose there is 
really nothing peace-giving and soul-satisfying in the gospel. They 
do not know what_is true, that it is because there is so little love to 
God in our hearts, that we are not satisfied. ‘They suppose, and have 
aright te’suppose, that we have tested the nature of religion, and that our 
testimony is to be received as showing what religion can really do for 
themind. But the fact is we have not tested it; we have had sollittle 
of it, if any, that it has not civen us peace and joy {9 itself, and 
~~ have looked for happiness to the same sources with the world: — Not. 
sinee a minister remarked of a brother, that was the only 
‘Christian be ever saw who had religion enough to make him 


eon 


| ~ Now let us show that we are satisfied with the enjoyments of reli-, i 
gion, without the vanities of this world; let faith in Christ and com- st) 
munion with him keep.us above the world ;.Ict our lives testify 
the Psalmist has spoken the truth when he said, Great peace haye 

they that love thy law, and nothing shall offend them,” and weshall | 
continually recommend religion to those around us, and. thus be con- ee 

tinually promoting a revival. 
Our lives must be a*standing testimony to the truths of the gospel.’ { 
‘Said the Apostle to the Corinthian church, “ Ye are our ving epis- 
tles, known and read of all men.” Christians do continually testify 
before the world. They are regarded as living witnesses, and are so | 
quoted by all men. But what testimony do we bear? Have we 
_ the spirit and temper of Jesus Christ—His meekness, lowliness, de- 
votion to the cause of God, disposition to do good, and _ patience 
ill treatment? Do we feel, with Him, that itis more blessed 
give than to receive? Are our lives a standing illustration of the | a 
truths of the gospel? Tf so, we are in a state of revival, and we can — ies 
promote revivals among others. But if we are not, if the testimony” 
of our lives contradicts the testimony of our mouths, and the  testi- mht: 
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living holy lives. 


pect “that those around them, though they should be converted, will” 
continue in sin. 


“matter of fact, they do and will continue in sin, and that with little 
Now there have been revivals, , 


Jury of religion. 


Guide to Christian Per fection. 


mony of the Bible as to wilt we should be, we cannot labor for the 
Lord. <‘ We shall be found false witnesses of him.” 

Finally. In order to promote a revival, Christians must raise the 
standard of Holiness. The idea has so long prevailed that we cannot 
be wholly consecrated to God here, that men do not. seriously aim at 
They expect to sin a$ a matter of course, and ex- 


And expecting this, they are notdisappointed. Asa. 


or no sense of its abominable nature. 
and sinners have really-been converted under such | Impressions as 


these, yet the revival has declined almost’ immediately. . “Such senti- 
ments rendered it impossible for the Holy Spirit to keep up a contin- 


ued revival. ‘hey would surely and speedily react, to the great in- 


Besides, in proportion as the great doctrine of Ho- 
liness is brought out by the providence and Spirit of God before. the 


Church, and rejected, in that same proportion will revivals, such as ee 


have been enjoyed, cease. And in proportion as the Church believe 
and receive that doctrine, will they be blessed with a constant revival. 


| if the Church take a stand’ against the truth of God, when they know. 
it, He must leave them. But if they receive the truth into~their 


hearts, and bear witness to its ‘reality in their lives , they will. then. 


Hig. Ober lin Evangelist. 


work together with God,’ and sinners shalt be converted wato 


“For Guide to Christian Perfection. 
STRACT OF ‘A LETTER. 


I have sa to send you an extract ofa letter. from’ a corres- 


-pondent in Philadelphia, whom you visited when there last spring. In 
the memoir of H. S. Bunting, mention is made of a Miss Deborah | 
Welch, a member of her Sabbath school class, who was then, and— 
has been for many years since, the subject of severe bodily afiliction. 
She lingers about these. ‘shores, waiting the glad hour when her heav- “ / 
-enly. Father shall say, “ Child, come home.” I have a letter from. 
_ her, written while supported i in bed, the perusal of which was rendered 


so creat a blessing to my soul, that I thought it might be a blessing to 
others also; as it ‘shows very ‘sty ikingly, 


‘© A heart resigned, submissive, meek, 
The great Redeemer’s theoke 

Where only Christ is heard to speak, 
Where Jesus reigns alone.” 


\/ Agi! 
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Extract of a Letter. ene 21 


It is at your disposal; and if a place be assigned for it in the 
~— Guide, it will exemplify in experience the blessed doctrine your peri- 
odical is designed to advocate and promulge in the church. pce 
Haverhill, June 20, 1840. 
My ever Dear Brotner in Curtst:— 
_  _* * * How consoling to me is the assurance that the mercy 
. Of Jesus does all things well. I am conscious that all the comforts I 
enjoy, as well as those mercies that are disguised under pain and — 


sorrow, flow to me from that cross on which the Lamb of God was’ | 


slain. =I know that I do not deserve his regard, but I praise him that — 
~ Trealize that [ am the object of his care. I know that he is my sym- 
pathizing Aagh Priest—my Advocate withthe Father—my Intercessor 
/ before the throne, and my Redeemer. 
, Year after year I have been striving to look to Jesus and his cross, 
and I have been saved from being weary of the length of my afllic- 
tion, or entirely fainting under its heaviest weight; and while the 
_ billows are rolling over me, and a sense of my poverty and wretched- 
is enough to sink me in despair,—then see flowing from the 
hands and feet and side of Emmanuel, “the streaming blood divine,” 
until faith in its efficacy saves me to the uttermost. * * * O how safe _ 
and sweet it-is to repose beneath the shades of Calvary! , Though the _ 
earthly houses, yet we are secure. And although the blasts of afflie- 
_ tion must finally sink these tabernacles into the grave, yet they will _ 
~~ only sink to rise in the resurrection of the just. -Yes,-we shall come. 
‘forth wrapped in the merits, of the Lamb, all immortal and divine—: | 
_~ the heirs.of God, and joint heirs with Jesus. And this sweet hope 
have through a crucified Redeemer. It is enough to hush the 
heaving sigh, and wipe away the tear of sorrow. 


stormy winds may blow, and the tempests may shatter these frail = 


Blessed be God, ‘‘ He is the same ths to-day, and for ever, / 


and we have [His omnipotence to trust in, the merits of the sacrificial ~ 
death of his beloved: Son to rely upon, from moment to moment. | 
~ We may have that entire decision to be the Lord’s wholly, that will 
enable us to venture, poor and miserable, on the Redeemer’s atoning 
sacrifice, with that-unhesitating faith that will cause the blessings oF 
' the new and everlasting Covenant to rest upon us, and we know that 
the blood of Jesus has made us every whit whole. ee ag 
The writer of the foregoing has been confined to her room, and mostly to her 
bed, for, I think, eight or nine years; yet has she borne indescribable weakness, 
_ with entire resignation and patience.—Ep. | | 
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“ Floliness of Christians in the present life,”’ is the title of a neat little volume by 
Rev. Henry Cowles, Professor in the Oberlin Collegiate Institute, and from which 
we extract the following article. We have only room to say that the whole book 
is very interesting —Ep. 


CONDITIONS OF DISCIPLESHIP. 


Our object 1s now to ascertain the vantage ground, from which the 


Christian sets out in his race of holiness—the point from which his ~ 


progressive sanctification begins. [for this purpose, we have been 
examining the Bible doctrine of regeneration. Closely allied to this, 
are the conditions of discipleship as given by Christ. i 


It cannot have escaped the notice of the attentive reader of Christ’s — 
words, that he dwells on this point often and with great clearness—as 
should, at all. events, have the means of understanding this. He 
therefore seizes every fit occasion for reiterating the doctrine of entire 
consecration to. his cause, as the indispensable condition of disci- 
— Do great multitudes go with him2” Without the least fear of re- 
pelling the ‘almost persuaded,” he turns and says: ‘If any man 
coine to mie and hate not his father an mother, and wife and chil- 
dren, yea and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.” Luke. 


if determined that.whatever else men might misunderstand, they _ 


_. ‘Aresthe disciples, stumbled when told that their Lord must suffer 
and die, and of course his kingdom be not all peace; triumph, and ~ 
glory.? Christ repels this worldly ambitious spirit, and solemnly de- 


clares, “If any man-will come after me, let him deny himself, and - 


take up his cross and follow me.” Matt. xvi. 21,24. 00. 


So when giving his disciples their commission and instructions, he, + 


forewarns them of persecution, and urges. again the conditions of dis- 
cipleship. ‘ He that loveth father or mother more than me, Is not 
worthy of me; and he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after 
me, is not worthy of me.”. Matt. x. 37, 38. eas | 
‘T’o the same point, also, most. full: and forcible, are his words to 
the young ruler who asked, ‘ What good thing shall I do that I may 
“Inherit eternal life and-who said he had’ kept all the command- 


ments from his youth up. Christ Anew that young man. Hesawo 
Anat Dis consecration-was not entire ; of rather that he had’ no real 


consecration atzalls:. With one word, Christ uncovered the idol in his 

heart, Which he loved: more ‘than God. | “One thing thou lackest 

~ go, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and come, take up | 
thy Cross and follow me? Mark. 22. Ah! thought that 
young man, must | sell that beautiful estate—the object. of all my 
care and toil—the pride of my father—all my. dependence for ‘sup- 
port and distinction >No, never. And so say thousands. So many 
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| “short of ibis, Is one’s. self, 


he requires of every disciple site 


2 and. have in its stead, that be mevolence which loves to vive, an i loves 


_ would this reflection come home to the heart of the: Ch as 
members, and weal, and talent whe W off, repelled by. the of 


Conditions of Disciplestip. 23 


‘néaiaiads who are in the church, and hope to be in Mined rould 
say, if Christ were to put his finger on their idol as he did here. And 
do they not know that Christ will do this? that the principles of his 
-kingdom are for ever the same? that as to the spirit and the pri ipeip le 
of entire consecration, he required no more of that young $ man tan 


Let not the covetous slip out here by saying, “But s arely Ch rist 
- does not expect me to sell all 1 have, and give to the poor.” Hf your 
heart is set on your wealth, and you will not consecrate it, Chrisé 
does require you to give it away. For this is your idol vand you must 
demolish it, and divorce your heart frem it, or you cannot have the 
“treasure in heaven.” If that wealth has been unrighiteously ob-, 
tained, you must certainly restore it, or God ea in never bless you, If 
the love of it be yout ruling-passion, you must: crucify, that passion, 


to bless others, as much as Bes ever  foved to hoard, and tke cure of 

No wonder the reflection of Christ upen such scenes should be, 
“ How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of 
God.” If Christ were now to pass through our churches, and a} pp ly 
this principle, how many would tura sadly away, and -how 


Are we oyer- “rating “they re Guisitions of discipleship? Hive 
pushed the doctri ine of C} hrist, On t! HS por Hit, beyond its pre per. bear- | 
2s What then nie ‘st mean: Did. lie. to scarch and. | 
that one: man-on! and “ive asthe historié fact for our amiuse= 
Did he guard-his disciples: against wilcrring that thts | 

ceneral principle of universal and perpetual app Neation, given to 
the hearts of men for ever, and show who are and wh Nat 
serving him is? 

There } Ig no room for mist: ake or question ‘on these points. The | 
doctrine of sincere and full consecration to © hrist, as the unalterable bad { q 
_condition of dis leship, could not Have been mace planer, Nothing 
Sing up.the cross, hating fathe Ey 
“moter pall, in comparison with: ist ing Tess than this cones. 
“up to the meaning of scliing all thata nah \has to. give to the poor, ; 
and. followin Christ for the treasures In heaven 

The fulfiess and streneth with which © tte aches th 13 doctrine, 
are at Gnee striking ‘and instructive,“ Ye c cannot serve God and 


“mammon,” said he, ‘as if he saw how multitudes would laber 0 Wed, 


his service with that of their idols vods, Uie treasures of Garth. 


that is not for me, avaiust hic, be, compeling every to 


show where he is—to take lis stand’ 
\\ 


Wilk ] “all heart for 
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24 Guide to Christian Perfection. 


~ foresaw what multitudes would mistake the condiuons of discipleship, 


iniquity.” 


these conditions. “If he do not these things,” says Christ, “he 


mand, “love the Lord thy God with all thy ‘soul, with “ll: 


_ This is not sa 
first act of 


know his place among Christ’s enemies. “‘ He that puttejp bis hand 
to the plough and looketh back, is not fit for the kingdom of God,” | ; 
thus teaching that a half-hearted attention and interest in God’s ser- 
vice, can never be accepted, and that such servants must be turned 

off as worthless. ‘* Many will say to me, in that day, Lord; Lord, 
have we not prophesied in thy name? © Then will I profess unto them, ' 
‘never knew you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity ;” as if he 


and vainly dream of being his servants, while really “ workers of. 
The lancuage of Christ, cited in this article, shows us, as the con- ~ 
ditions of discipleship, ig 
That selfishness of whatever form, or strength, must be resisted 
This, and nothing less than this, is denying one’s self, and selling 
yall one has, and loves, to give to the poor. © 
_ 2 That any, even the highest degree of suffering and disgrace, 
must be cheerfully endured for Christ’s sake. ‘To “take up the — 
cross,”’ is the most expressive language he could have used, to con-- 
3. That every earthly affection must be entarely subordinate to ~~ 
love to Christ. ‘To hate father and mother, wife and children, and 
cleave unto Christ, expresses all- this with amazing fulness and 


4. That no man can combine the real service of Christ with the 
service of sin. “ Ye cannot serve God and mammon,”’ if it teaches 
_ 5. That Christ will have the whole heart, or nothing. Thede- — ' 
clarations—‘ He that putteth his hand to the plough, and looketh — .~ 
back, is not fit for the kingdom of God,” and “he that is not oF me’ 


. 


ds against. me,” explained rightly, affirm this truth, 
6. Finally, that these are the real conditions of becoming Christ's 
disciples. No man can begin a course of serving Christ, except on / 


cannot be my disciple—he is not worthy of me.” 
Now can this be less than real devotion of the heart, yea, of the 
-whole heart to God? Does it not look exceedingly Jike the com- * 


strength, and with all thy mind, and thy neighbor as! thyself pe And 
Js it indeed true, that real religion can begin with nothing less than 
enure—yes, really entire consecration, of our moral being to Christ?) 
ying what every subsequent act will be; but is not the A 
consecration explained clearly, and, enforced cogently 


enough in these words of our Lord? Could it have been made, 
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